
The term Acoustics refers to both the qualities of a room or building that 
determine how sound is transmitted in it, as well as the branch 
of physics concerned with the overall properties of sound.
Sound itself is neither good nor bad. For example, the voice of 
a client on a conference speaker phone can be a welcome sound 
to the team on the project, but not to the colleague in the 
adjacent office who is working on a different deadline. When 
sound is unwanted, we call it noise.

To reduce noise between spaces, and maximize audio comfort, the 
modern study of acoustics helps us evaluate materials and systems for 
how well they can block sound with a measurement called STC. STC, or 
Sound Transmission Class, is the measurement used to show how 
effective a barrier (wall, partition, panel etc) is at reducing the amount of 
sound that can travel from one side of the barrier to the other.

The higher the STC number, the more effectively the system 
is blocking noise.
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